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Welcome to Art!  The information in this syllabus is to help you successfully complete this class.  It is my hope that 
you will enjoy this class and discover new interests and talents! 

 

Projects: 

During this semester, we will finish approximately eight major projects along with several smaller 
assignments. Some of the materials and techniques we will be using are pencil, colored pencil, marker, 
pen and ink, clay, paint, foil, and possibly more if time permits.  

 
Website and Displaying of Student Art Work: 

Please look at the CMS Art Department website for all handouts given to students during each project, as 
well as examples of student work created throughout the past several semesters. Student art work will also 
be posted throughout the year in the display cases located near the office and near the art room, on 
bulletin boards around CMS, and in the library. 
 

Grading: 

Art is a way of expressing yourself. Therefore you are not graded on your talent but for your effort, attitude, 
creativity (which is 50% of your grade), as well as the proper use of techniques and materials, presentation 
of your artwork, and its timeliness (the other 50% of your grade). The major projects in this class will be 
worth 100 points each. You will turn in all steps of each project, which would include any handouts, 
sketches, rough drafts, and, most importantly, the final draft. The projects  
will be turned in using a portfolio or folder. We will be create your portfolio  
prior to turning in your first major project. Inside the cover of your  
portfolio, you will see your project grade and checklist. The top grade is  
for effort, attitude, and creativity (the A in the example). The bottom grade is  
for the proper use of techniques and materials, presentation, and timeliness  
(the C in the example). The circled grade is the average of the two and your final grade on that project, the 
grade put in the computer (the B in the example). Because we only complete 8 to 10 projects all semester, 
it is important to turn in all of the assignments and projects. After each project is completed and graded, 
there will be an updated grade sheet posted in the classroom on the side of the storage shelf so you 
should ALWAYS know your grade.   
 

Extra Credit: 

Extra credit can be earned by drawing, sculpting, working with clay, beads, paint, writing reports on artists 
or art materials/techniques, visiting art museums/exhibits, or anything else that deals with art. It can also 
be artwork done for assignments in other classes. Extra credit should be done outside of class or when 
you are finished with a project. Work done before a project is finished will not be accepted. Each drawing, 
sculpture, etc… is usually worth 1 point unless it is obvious that more time has been spent on an item.  
There is an opportunity for a 3% grade increase if you receive 10 or more extra credit points during the 
semester. For example, if you have an 88% (B) at the end of the semester, earning ten or more points will 
move your grade to a 91%--which is an A!   

Extra credit can be turned in on the shelf marked Extra Credit by the main door. Please put your first and 
last name and the period on the BACK of all your extra credit work to receive credit. Besides bumping your 
grade up, extra credit is also your way of earning a hall pass. Each time you need to leave the room (to use 
the bathroom, get a drink, use the phone, etc…) it will cost you 1 extra credit point. No extra credit, no 
extra privilege! This does not necessarily mean you will be allowed to leave the room. You must earn your 
privileges but with all the chances to earn extra credit, that should be simple! 
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 Homework: 

This semester there will be little homework in this class. Our projects deal with materials unavailable to the 
majority of you at home; therefore, time will be given to complete each project in class. This means that 
your time spent in class should be spent working on your projects, not socializing. If you do not finish your 
project because of an absence or insufficient time in class, it is your responsibility to come talk with me 
and make arrangements to get it finished. I am available most mornings and after school (unless coaching 
conflicts), or the work may be taken home if possible. To protect all of your artwork, it must be stored in 
special cabinets in the art room after each class. If you are taking your work home, please come see me 
for special instructions for transporting your work to avoid damaging it. 
 

Attendance/Tardies: 

Attendance is essential to your success in this class. Missing class can cause you to fall behind on projects 
or miss turning in a project. It is your responsibility to make up lost time and assignments and make 
arrangements with me to finish those assignments if needed.   

If you are absent on the day a project is due it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and turn in 
that project in a timely manner (especially on the last day or two of the semester). 

Tardies are given to those students who enter the room late or are not on task when the bell rings. Talking 
to friends who are in the hallway is not being on task, which means you are tardy. After 3 tardies, you will 
be assigned the appropriate discipline by the office. 

 
Materials: 

Although most of the materials are provided for you, a #2 pencil is required daily. Since this is the only item 
required, it should not be difficult to bring one or two every day. You may want to leave a pencil in your 
shelf so you always have one. Your own markers and colored pencils are materials that you may want to 
have but are optional. Remember: Sharpies are not allowed at CMS so do not bring them to school! 
 

Classroom Guidelines: 

There are two basic guidelines in this class: respect and responsibility.   
Respect for yourself, others, the facility, materials, and artwork is necessary for an enriching art 
experience. To promote a positive learning environment, it is imperative to be safe and respectful at all 
times, but it is also important to stay on task and complete your projects. 
There are 3 basic ways to ensure that you will pass this class: 

1.)  Put forth effort when creating your work     2.)  Turn in your work     3.)  Come to class 
 

You are responsible for your own actions. To keep this a fun and exciting place, safety is our top priority.  
Be aware of the materials you are using, the way you are behaving, and the people around you. If at any 
time I feel that you are a danger to yourself or others, you will be immediately removed from class.    

As well as the student handbook states, the following disciplinary steps apply in the art room: 

1. Classroom discipline (this could include any of the following: a warning, moving of seat, chat in the hall, 

or possibly sent out of the room) 
2. Contacting the parent (by email and/or phone) 

3. Office referral (parent contacted and assigned some form of after school detention) 

4. Administrative referral (referred to Mrs. Davis or Mrs. Bachmeier for further discipline which could 

include OSS) 

*If necessary, I may need to skip steps to deal with specific situations.   

You also need to remember the basic school rules while in Art: NO food or drinks, keep gum in your 
mouth or put it in the garbage, NO cell phones, NO I-pods, etc…  Following these guidelines will help 
ensure a successful and enjoyable time in Art this semester. 
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Parents and student:  Please sign below and return this page attesting that you have read through this 
syllabus with your young artist and understand the topics covered. Please feel free to contact me at any 
time throughout the semester if you have questions or concerns. The school phone number is 855-3520 
and you may also email me at: aregehr@swsd.k12.wa.us   
I look forward to a great semester! 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Amy Regehr 
 
 
 
Student Name: ________________________   Period: ______________ 
     (printed) 

 
 
 Student 
Signature: ____________________________   
 
  
 
  Parent 
Signature: ____________________________   Date: __________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please visit the Cascade Middle School Art Department website at 

http://www.swsd.k12.wa.us/15912022592258223/site/default.asp 

This site includes specific information about Cascade’s Art classes, project requirements and handouts,  
as well as a student Art Gallery with examples of actual CMS student artwork (for legal purposes all 

artwork is anonymous).   
 

If you do NOT want your child’s artwork displayed on the website please 
initial inside the box below.   

 
 

                I do NOT want my child’s artwork posted to the CMS Art Department website. 
 


